
Worship Schedule 

8:00am Spoken Service with Holy Communion 

9:00am Adult Study/Sunday School 

10:00am Worship with Holy Communion 

T HE  S H EP HER D ’S  ST AF F  

SOTMLC makes every reasonable effort to ensure the accuracy and validity of the information provided in its newsletter. 

April 2018 

Easter Sunday 

8:00am Spoken Service with Holy Communion 

9:00am Adult Study 

10:00am Worship with Holy Communion 

 

11:30am Easter Brunch 



Dear Shepherd of the Mountains, 

 

After our Lenten exploration of how Christ relates to humans collectively – and thus culture 

– this Easter I am attuned to how we as church, together, “rise up!”  (Admittedly, I listen to 

the Hamilton soundtrack a lot.)  As the hymn goes, “seed that in earth is dying rises to bear 

much fruit.”  This Easter season there are buds on the vine! 

 

There’s a sense that the church is rising here in Jackson on a local level, both internally as a 

congregation, as well as in our ecumenical and non-profit work.  Internally, we welcomed 5 

new members on Easter Sunday – Brad Bartel and the Perryman-Amundson family (Berit, 

Brenner, Olive, and Ruthie).  Make sure to reach out and get to know them!  Ecumenically, 

our joint service with our Catholic siblings has created interest in a summer collaboration, 

and we once again were strengthened by sharing Holy Week with our Presbyterian brothers 

and sisters.   

 

Our council voted to join our voice with St. John’s Episcopal, First Baptist, Presbyterian 

Church of Jackson Hole and The Good Samaritan Mission, in a collective statement about 

violence against women.  Finally, we are celebrating a deepened connection with Hole Food 

Rescue, an important non-profit in our community. 

 

Our regional and national church are part of this “rising up.”  In 

the past, Hole Food Rescue’s work has been highlighted by 

Shepherd of the Mountains youth during one of their Souper 

Bowl of Caring drives.  Robyn Lunsford, drawing on insights 

gleaned at Synod Assemblies, suggested that they apply for an 

ELCA World Hunger Domestic Hunger Grant.  She worked 

carefully with the synod to fill out the appropriate 

recommendation forms.  We are thrilled that Hole Food Rescue 

was approved for a $2,500 grant, which represents 1% of their 

operating budget.  Shepherd of the Mountains is also committing to being Food Rescuers 

this summer, which will demonstrate to the ELCA our investment in this work toward a just 

world where all are fed.  Make sure to attend a volunteer training this month and sign up to 

help out for 1-2 hours once a month.  We will have four teams:  1st Sundays of the month will 

be led by Robyn Lunsford, 2nd Sundays by Pastor Inger, 3rd Sundays by the Dailys, and 4th 

Sundays to be announced.  My hope is that we grow together even as we serve others.   

 

In the words of “My Shot,” from the musical Hamilton:   

 

Come on, let’s go - rise up! 

When you’re living on your knees, you rise up 

Tell your brother that he’s gotta rise up 

Tell your sister that she’s gotta rise up 

 

Christ is Risen, Alleluia!   

And we as church, too, are called to rise up,  

to share the good news of God’s love in word  

and deeds that help put neighbors back on their feet. 

 

Christ is Risen, Alleluia!   

Come on, let’s go! 
 

Pastor Inger 
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Contact Information 

Pastor Inger Hanson 

 

Cell Phone: 

307-248-0438 

Office:  733-4382 

Email:  

Pastor.inger@sotmlc.org 
 

Office Hours:   

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

9:00am to Noon 

1:30pm to  4:00pm 

 

 

Rise Up, O Saints of God! 



DEVOTIONS PAGE 3  

EASTER PEOPLE 

 

By your grace, Lord God, transform us to be your 

Easter people. In your Spirit, inspire us to be 

witnesses to the presence of the Risen Christ among 

us. Confirm in us, the assurance of his presence with 

us, here in all of our brokenness, here despite the 

certainty of our mortality, here in this life were we 

ought to see his face in the tired and the poor and the 

stranger and the other. With your wisdom, Heavenly 

God, lead us along a life-giving, death stomping 

pathway of justice and righteousness and peace. 

 

Prayer by David A. Davis, pastor of Nassau Presbyterian Church 
in Princeton, NJ 

P S A L M  9 4 : 1 6 -1 9  
 

Who rises up for me against the wicked? Who stands up for 

me against evildoers? 

17
If the LORD had not been my help, my soul would soon 

have lived in the land of silence. 

18
When I thought, “My foot is slipping,” your steadfast love, 

O LORD, held me up. 

19
When the cares of my heart are many, your consolations 

cheer my soul. 

Prayer Passage 
 

 

“Is today still Easter?” 
 
These same four words have been the first thing out of 
my 3 year old son’s mouth every morning since Sunday. 
It’s understandable. Family time and chocolate are the 
boy’s love languages and he got to enjoy plenty of both 
this past weekend in all our celebrating. Throw in the 
llama at the petting zoo at Saturday’s Neighborhood Egg 
Hunt and it sealed the deal….He does not want Easter to 
end….ever…. 
 
The official season of Easter will, of course, come to an 
end in just under 50 days but I’ve made a decision. If at 
that point my son is still asking “Is today still Easter?” I’m 
going to keep answering with an emphatic “yes!”. 
 
For followers of Jesus, Easter is not just a season of time 
in which we celebrate the eternal life won for us by Jesus.  
It’s also a posture from which we approach each and 
every day of our life here on earth.  As St. Augustine 
wrote, “We are Easter people and ‘Alleluia’ is our song.” 
 
It often feels that the darkness, grief and despair of Good 
Friday dominate the world around us.  Violence, 
sickness, fear, hatred & evil seem to be all around us.  
Easter, however, is the reminder that no matter what we 
see and experience around us, God’s ultimate power 
over sin, darkness and death is assured.  Because 
Jesus conquered death, we will too.  That’s a reminder I 
need not just today but every day. 
 
Followers of Jesus don’t leave Easter behind when the 
date on the calendar changes.  We take the light of the 
resurrection and its promises everywhere we go.  The 
message of Easter and Jesus’ triumph over the grave 
gives us comfort for the darkness we face today and gives 
us the opportunity to shine his light into the darkness and 
pain we see around us. Most importantly, though, it gives 
us hope that we too will one day triumph over death. 
 
We are Easter people.  So yes, today is still Easter.  And 
praise Jesus tomorrow will be too… 

 

 

Excerpts from "Easter people in a Good Friday world"  
from Angie Nitz, Director of Community Care  
at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Dallas, Texas 



EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS  PAGE 4  

Sunday, 

April 1st► 

 

 

 

 

Monday, 

April 2nd ► 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, 

April 8th► 

 

 

 

April 11th & 

12th► 

 

 

Sunday, 

April15th► 

 

 

 

Sunday, 

April 22nd► 

 

 

Friday to 

Sunday, 

April 27th-

29th► 

Tuesdays:  Men’s text study 7:00am at the Virginian Restaurant. 
    

Wednesdays: Roaming Coffee Hour will be each Wednesday from 8:00am to 10:00am at Picnic during the month of April.  No coffee 

  hour on April 4th or 11th. 

EVENTS IN  APRIL AT THE CHURCH 

The April Church Council meeting is Sunday, April 15th following the 10:00am worship service. 

Council:  Holly Luense-President, William Shedd-Vice President, Colleen Thompson-Secretary, Carolyn Daily,  

Terry Dimattio, Sherry Kinsella, Chris Moulder,  Heidi Schmillen, David Svendsen and Jim Wells. 

The Jackson Community Blood Drive is Wednesday, April 11th from 11:00am to 5:00pm  and Thursday, April 12th 

from 7:30am to 11:30am.  Donations are expedited if you have an appointment.  Choose the time that works best 

for you at:  www.bloodhero.com or call 1-800-365-4450 to make an appointment.  Donating blood takes about an 

hour of your time, yet one pint of blood can save up to 3 lives.  Please support this community event. 

Vacation:  Pastor Inger and Mitzi will be on vacation the first week of April.  Mitzi will be out from March 31st 

through April 8th.  Mitzi will be back in the office on April 9th.  Pastor Inger will be out from Monday, April 2nd 

through April 14th.   Pastor Inger will be back in the pulpit on April 15th. 

Easter Sunday services at 8:00am and 10:00am and  Easter brunch at 11:30am.  Please see the sign-up sheet 

located on the table in the narthex. 

 

New Members:  During the 10:00am worship service we will welcome new members to the congregation by 

Affirmation of Baptism.  New members are:   Brad Bartel and the Perryman-Amundson Family —Brenner, Berit, 

Olive and Ruthie. 

Supply Pastor:  We are pleased that Rev. Ben Nardi will be the supply pastor on Sunday, April 8th while Pastor 

Inger is on vacation.  Please give a warm welcome to Pastor Ben! 

Special Meeting of the Congregation will be on Sunday, April 22nd following the 10:00am worship service to 

review and vote on the proposed changes to The Constitution.  Email notices, including copies of the proposed 

changes have been electronically emailed to the members. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Spring Yard Clean Up:  Please be on the lookout for an announcement regarding the date and time for the Spring Yard 

Clean Up fellowship event (weather dependent). 

 

Mother’s Day is on Sunday, May 13th. 

 

 

 

Laura Huckin will be taking a summer sabbatical.  Her last day at the piano will be Sunday, May 6th.  She will return at the 

end of September.  We pray that Laura has a great time with her family this summer! 

The 2018 Synod Assembly in Yakima, Washington is Friday, April 27th through Sunday, April 28th.  Pastor 

Inger, Kari McCreedy, and Meaghan McCreedy will be in attendance.  The supply pastor for Sunday, April 29th 

will be announced at a later date. 
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Being Church, Together !  

Being Church, Together:  Partnering with Our National Church 
 

 

Bringing immediate relief to those who are hungry and working to bring about long-term, 

sustainable change are priorities for Lutherans.  Robyn Lunsford connected local non-profit Hole 

Food Rescue with the ELCA World Hunger Domestic Grant program.  We can further partner (and 

help them renew the grant next year) by volunteering on one Sunday afternoon a month this 

summer! 

Being Church, Together:  Work and Worship 

with our Ecumenical Neighbors 

 

If you enjoyed the Lutheran-Catholic Evening Prayer service this winter, look for us 

to build on that connection this summer.  One possibility, given our setting in these 

majestic mountains, is to engage each tradition’s resources on creation in advance 

of a worship service. 

Being Church, Together:  New Members 

 

We cannot be Christian alone.  We have new members to get to know, love, 

learn from and work alongside!  A warm welcome to Brad Bartel, whom you 

might have caught at an early service or a Habitat for Humanity build, and 

Brenner Perryman and Berit Amundson, along with their children Olive (a brave 

angel in last year’s Christmas pageant) and Ruthie. 

Being Church, Together:  Connecting with Our Synod 

 

This year the annual Synod Assembly is in Yakima, Washington.  Kari McCreedy is a first-

time representative of Shepherd of the Mountains at this important gathering  of mutual 

accountability, inspiration, and support.  Carolyn Daily had an opportunity to travel to the 

Holy Land with PCJH (we can’t wait to see pictures); Meghan McCreedy is attending in 

her stead (much to the delight of the other young adult representatives who are building 

a critical mass). 

Being Church, Together:  Across Synods and State Lines 

 

With our proximity to the Tetons, Shepherd of the Mountains is often approached for a wedding officiant.  From 

the premarital counseling to planning the ceremony, to the wedding day homily, this is an unusual ministry for a 

small congregation, but is an important way of sharing the good news, not only with couples and their families, 

but with their guests.  

 

Sometimes, the work is shared—a couple might do their premarital counseling work with their home pastor.  The 

bonds between these home congregations and Shepherd of the Mountains don't always get recognized in our 

formal synod and regional partnerships, but are a beautiful way of being church together. 

 

Most recently, Pastor Inger got to help with the other side, preparing a young couple from Pinedale with their 

plans for a summer wedding.  Russ Lichtenfeld and Maggie Stenvers will be wed in Hooper, Nebraska at St. 

Paul's Lutheran Church (with the pastor who confirmed Maggie officiating!)  We will hold them in our prayers. 
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Church isn’t something we do as individuals.  Church is communal.  

 The concern for and command to love the neighbor resounds throughout scripture, 

 whether your neighbor is next door or on the other side of the world.   

We are all the Body of Christ! 

Being Church, Together:  Judicially and Spiritually  

 

Our council voted to join our voice with St. John’s Episcopal, First 

Baptist Church, Presbyterian Church of Jackson Hole, and the Good 

Samaritan Mission (so far), in a collective statement about violence 

against women.   Look for an official press release and advertisement 

in May; the collective statement from the faith community regarding 

violence against women is in the text box. 

Being Church, Together:  Internationally 

 

On his recent trip, Steffan Freeman visited the Kigali Parish in the Kanombe 

neighborhood of the capital city of Rwanda.  He enjoyed the English-speaking service, 

and how at home he felt even thousands of miles away from Jackson!  He snapped 

parallel photos of Pastor Veronica and Pastor Inger to capture this sense of being 

church together. 

 

 

Being Church, Together !  

A COLLECTIVE STATEMENT 

FROM THE FAITH COMMUNITY 
REGARDING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

 

 

We proclaim with one voice as national spiritual and 

religious leaders that violence against women exists in 

all communities, including our own, and is morally, 

spiritually and universally intolerable. 

 

We acknowledge that our sacred texts, traditions and 

values have too often been misused to perpetuate and 

condone abuse. 

 

We commit ourselves to working toward the day when all 

women will be safe and abuse will be no more. 

 

We draw upon our healing texts and practices to help 

make our families and societies whole. 

 

Our religious and spiritual traditions compel us to work 

for justice and the eradication of violence against all 

women. 

 

We call upon people of all religious and spiritual 

traditions to join us. 
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8:45am to Noon 

Registration is open 

Volunteers are needed 

  

The Youth Sunday School has been 

studying the books of Daniel, Judges, 

and 1 Samuel.  Lessons about 

Daniel, Deborah, Gideon, Samuel, 

and David reinforce the power of God 

and God’s loving concern for us.  We 

have also learned that God’s people 

often are not faithful, yet God over and over again shows love 

and mercy.  In the Old Testament God sent different individuals 

to save the people of Israel.  In the New Testament, God sent 

His son, Jesus, to save us once and for all.    

YOUTH EDUCATION 

Connie Swan, Sascha Mizelle, Alex Shedd, Lola Mizelle and 
Keaghan Shedd at Sunday School. 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation Class will be 1:00pm to 4:00pm on 

Sunday, April 15th.  The two units covered will be the 

Pauline Letters and the Gospel of John. 
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February 2018 March 2018 

4th 36 $2,972.76* 4th 31 $4,204.18* 

11th 43 $1,926.00 11th 36 $1,488.00 

18th  20 $2,089.00* 18th 32 $2,245.00* 

25th 34 $   945.00 25th 46 $1,289.00 

      

      

Total 133 $7,932.76 Total 145 $9,226.18 

Note:  Weekly budget needs:  $3,330.48 

 

*Includes Simply Giving (1st & 15th) 

 

 APRIL 1 

EASTER SUNDAY 

APRIL 8 

2ND EASTER 

APRIL 15 

3RD EASTER 

APRIL 29 

5TH EASTER 

APRIL 22 

4TH EASTER 

  
Ps. Inger Hanson Pastor Ben Nardi Ps. Inger Hanson TBA Ps. Inger Hanson 

Liturgical 

  

Assistant  

Rusty Mizelle John Daily Mike Eden William Shedd Holly Luense 

Altar Minister Diana Eden Robyn Lunsford Sherry Kinsella Diana Eden Jo Schmillen 

  

Lector  Dale Jeske Tanya Shedd Jo Schmillen Mizelle Keaghan Shedd 

  

Greeter   

 
Holly Luense Carolyn Daily Sherry Kinsella Colleen Thompson Heidi Schmillen 

  

Ushers   

 Mizelle Family 
Jeske Family 

Robyn Lunsford 
Welch Family Thompson Family Schmillen Family 

Counters 
Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers 

Piano 
Laura Huckin Laura Huckin Laura Huckin Laura Huckin TBA 

Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Church 
 

750 Seneca Lane,  Mai l ing :   P.O.  Box 3257,  Jackson,  WY 83001 -3257 

Phone:   307 -733-4382   Emai l :   sotmlc jackson@gmai l .com    Websi te :   www.shepherdofthemounta ins jh.org  


