
December 2022 

Sundays at 10 am 
 

 

Office Hours Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 -  3:30 
 

Pastor Tim Stadem 

Shepherd of the Mountains  

Lutheran Church  

Let every heart...prepare Him room; and heaven and nature sing 

(Hymn òJoy to the Worldó) 
 

 

On the first Sunday of Advent, we read the Apostle Paulõs words to the Christians in Rome, 

òNow is the moment for you to wake from sleep.ó  It sounds a bit like a warning:  itõs possible we could simply sleep-

walk right through this Advent and Christmas season, or right through the rest of our lives.  Yet herein is also invita-

tion and promise:   there is always more to receive - like the surprising opening of eyes and ears, of heart and 

mind...to the inbreaking of new ways of being in this world.  Here is where the simplicity and quietness of Advent are 

coming through.  
 

You can feel the power:  you and I are heavily coached in a culture that is tempting us to do the opposite of Advent, 

which  is slowing down enough, being quiet enough and opening to the newness of God.  Among other things in this 

season, you and I are being lured into buying more, doing more, and expecting more.    
 

òI canõt waitó, children will oftentimes say ð for a birthday, for dessert, for spring to come.  And we adults are much 

the sameñthere are projects and deadlines, events to plan, test results.  Waiting is hard; we manage most every-

thing, even timeñmake time, save time, waste time, and suddenly run out of time or donõt know what to do with it.  

Itõs almost like we would rather sleepwalk...than wait upon God. 
 

Advent is about waitingñwaiting upon the ôcoming of Godõ... in Godõs time, for our healing and wholeness and sub-

sequently for the care and love of our neighbor (and their healing and wholeness).   Yet because waiting is particu-

larly difficult (clearly not our American pastime), we fill most of our times with ôsomething, anythingõ, even if itõs ôjust 

the TV onõ.   Rarely will we search for something like ôbeing stillõ, with the placing our hands and voice and ears and 

thoughts and schedules quiet...so we might hear our Lordõs voice, and agenda, and comfort and new calling. 

 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;  

from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee  

(Hymn òCome, thou long-expected Jesusó) 

 

Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, who sit in deepest gloom,  

who mourn your joys departed and tremble at your doom.  

All hail the Lordõs appearing! O glorious Sun, now come,  

send forth your beams so cheering and guide us safely home  

(Hymn òO Lord, how shall I meet youó) 

 

Yes, these places and time of quiet can be in your own home. Letõs talk more about that. 

And here is a very specific invitation for you:    

come together, listen and sing in the Holden Evening Prayers, 

each Wednesday evening, 6:00pm   

and listen for Godõs voice, receive a new calling...while you wait. 

 

Advent and Christmas Blessings to you, 

Pastor Tim 
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December Calendar 

Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Church, ELCA 
750 Seneca Lane, PO Box 3257, Jackson, WY 83001 

307-733-4382 

office@sotmlc.org 

www.shepherdofthemountainsjh.org 

 

Pastor Tim Stadem 
970-219-2277 (please feel free to call & text) 

pastor.tim@sotmlc.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
 

4 
Advent 2 
 

Intergenerational 

Round Table 9 am 
 

Worship at 10 am 

with Pastor Tim 

Stadem 
 

 

5 
 

6 
Bible & Breakfast 

8 am on Zoom 
 

 

AA 6:30pm 

7 
Advent - Holden 

Evening Prayer       

6 pm 

8 

 

9 
 

 

10 
 

 

11 
Advent 3 
 

Intergenerational 

Round Table 9 am 
 

Worship at 10 am 

with Pastor Tim 

Stadem 
 

 

12 
 

13 
Bible & Breakfast 

8 am on Zoom 
 

 
 

 

AA 6:30pm 

14 
Advent - Holden 

Evening Prayer 

6 pm 

 

 

 

15  

 

16 
 

17 
 

 

18 
Advent 4 
 

Intergenerational 

Round Table 9 am 
 

Worship at 10 am 

with Pastor Tim 

Stadem 

19  

 

 

20  

Bible & Breakfast 

8 am on Zoom 
 

Potluck Luncheon 

12:30 pm 

 

AA 6:30 pm 

21 
Blood Drive @ 

Community Bible 
  

Advent - Holden 

Evening Prayer 

6 pm 

22  

Blood Drive @ 

Community Bible  

 

 

 

 

23 
 

24 
Christmas Eve 

Worship service 

at 6 pm 

25 
Christmas Day 
 

Intergenerational 

Round Table 9 am 
 

Worship at 10 am 

with Pastor Tim 

Stadem 
 

 

26  

 

 

 

27  

Bible & Breakfast 

8 am on Zoom 
 

AA 6:30pm 
 

 

28 
 

29 30 31 
New Yearsõ Eve 
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Christmas Services 

Intergenerational Round Table 

Holden Evening Prayer 

Growing Young 

Wednesdays during Advent 
at 6 pm 

Beginning on November 30th 
Join us for this special Vespers service 

commemorating the season of Advent 

ôGrowing Youngõ is a conversationñthat while most every congregation in the United States is       

decreasing in membership, and especially among young people, there are places that are thriving; 

there are safe and generative congregational settings where young people are exploring and grow-

ing, sharing their lives, their questions, and their fruitful gifts. 

The book Growing Young is based on the research (and conversations) generated from the findings 

among the 250 congregations that are living in healthy interrelationships with teenagers and young 

adults.  (I would suggest that these congregation have also developed and nourished a culture of 

ôintergenerational respect, appreciation, and trustõñthere is profound honor for every generation). 

Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Church will begin this conversation in an intentional way in January 2023ñ

reading this book (for those who will dive in, including our remaining teenagers and young adults and their friends 

and our guests), and conducting all sorts of dialogue around ôhow we interrelate with the young in the orbit of our 

communityõ.  As all this unfolds, òPlease enter into the conversations!ó   More news coming. 

INTERGENERATIONAL ROUND TABLE ð òWeõre off to a great start!ó 

On Sunday mornings,  9:00am to 9:45am (before 10am worship), we open both Our Sto-

ries and the Stories of the Gospel of Matthew (an exploration of worshipõs lectionary gos-

pel reading).    PLEASE DO COME AND ENJOY! 

1)    Itõs named The Intergenerational Round Tableñ a descriptive way of say-

ing:  Sunday School designed for every age, each generation learning and grow-

ing together.  

2)    The mindset:  we honor each and every life and faith journeyñòfrom the 

wonder of the child...to the wisdom of the elderó 

3)    Curriculum is designed for everyone together:  listen, pray, play, scripture, images, conversa-

tions/stories, ôhands onõ, and of course, snacks and coffee. 

4)    Invitation:  bring/invite a friend, child, grandchild, neighbor family, young persons, elder neighbor.  All 

are welcome into these gatherings for hearing each other and listening for Godõs voice.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6:00 pm 

Holy Communion & Christmas Songs 

Christmas Day Service at 10:00 am 

Holy Communion with a quiet & simple celebration of the 
mystery of the birth of Jesus. 


